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1. Introduction
1.1

Report purpose

This report outlines community consultation and engagement activities undertaken by Dechmont
Community Council to inform and request feedback on possible traffic calming options for the village
of Dechmont. This report provides details of the consultation methodology, feedback received and
proposed next steps.

1.2

Village size and location

Dechmont is a village in West Lothian of c300 houses and 1,000 residents. The now closed Bangour
Village Hospital, a site of approximately 960 acres, is located to the west of Dechmont. A main trunk
road, the A89, runs almost parallel to the village.

1.3

The issue

A major development of the site of the former Bangour Village Hospital is underway, led by the
construction company Ambassador Group. Up to 1,000 new homes are expected to be built on the
960 acre site in the coming years. Dechmont residents have raised concerns about the likely impact
of the development on traffic volume and traffic speed in the village.
Residents have also long-expressed concerns about current levels of traffic in the village, particularly
speeding traffic and the use of the village as a ‘rat run’ to avoid the A89.
Dechmont Community Council (DCC) feels that additional traffic from an expected 1,000 homes at
the Bangour Village Hospital site, coupled with current speeding traffic and ‘rat running’ concerns
could lead to a significant loss in the quality of life of village residents.
To address current issues and to help ‘future proof’ Dechmont against the expected increase in the
volume of vehicles travelling through the village following construction of new homes at Bangour,
DCC would like to see the installation of appropriate traffic calming measures. Discussions will take
place with West Lothian Council and the Ambassador Group on the best ways to achieve this.
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2.

Dechmont Community Council ideas for traffic calming

2.1

Traffic calming objectives

DCC identified potential traffic calming measures for Dechmont to create a safer environment for
village residents, pedestrians and cyclists principally by:
•
•

ensuring all drivers travelling in the village observe the speed limit
reducing the number of vehicles using the village as a ‘rat run’

The traffic calming measures would provide the additional benefits of reducing traffic noise and
vibration in the village, and help to preserve Dechmont’s rural feel.
The traffic calming measures identified by DCC will ensure the retention of access for buses and
emergency vehicles, and that the commercial viability of the Dechmont post office, shop and café is
not threatened.
DCC carried out a community consultation around these proposals, with findings presented in this
report.
DCC will use the results of the findings to finalise its proposals and requests around traffic calming
prior to holding discussions with West Lothian Council and the property company, the Ambassador
Group. DCC aims to agree a set of securing traffic calming measures in the village that are
appropriate now, and will remain sufficient and appropriate following the completion of the nearby
Bangour Village housing development.

2.2

Researching traffic calming ideas for Dechmont

In order to identify appropriate traffic calming measures that would met the above objectives, DCC:
•
•
•
•
•

2.3

consulted design guidelines
undertook site visits to other villages in West Lothian to observe examples of traffic
calming good practice
consulted with councillors from the Broxburn, Uphall and Winchburgh ward in West
Lothian
consulted with other local Community Councils in West Lothian
reviewed findings of two traffic speed surveys in Dechmont carried out West Lothian
Council in 2021

Traffic calming proposals

DCC identified four traffic calming options that may be suitable for Dechmont:

2.3.1 The retention of a permanent 20mph speed limit
The speed limit throughout the village was reduced from 30mph to 20mph in spring 2020 as
part of the Spaces for People programme, a temporary infrastructure programme designed
to make it safer for people to walk, cycle or wheel for essential trips and exercise during the
Covid-19 pandemic. The reduction from 30mph is only a temporary measure. Several side
streets in Dechmont, e.g., Burnside and Craiglaw, already had advisory 20mph speed limits
in place prior to 2020. The stretch of road on Main Street near the school was also a
designated 20mph zone at certain times of the day. The retention of the 20mph limit would
ensure consistency across the village and be a more appropriate speed for this
overwhelmingly residential community.
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2.3.2 Introducing restrictions on HGV access
Reducing the number of HGVs driving through Dechmont will have the effect of reducing
noise and vibration on the village’s residential roads. Many HGVs appear to use Main Street
as a ‘rat run’ to avoid the A89 when travelling to/from Uphall, Broxburn and Linlithgow. HGV
access would still be retained for deliveries and other essential business.

2.3.3 Installation of speed humps or speed tables
The installation of appropriate speed humps and tables would help ensure all drivers using
the village observed the speed limit. The results of the West Lothian Council speed surveys
in March and May 2021 indicate that the vast majority of traffic is not observing the village’s
20mph speed limit.
The installation of appropriate road humps and/or road tables must slow vehicle speeds.
What could be installed may differ depending on the type of road but DCC believes that all
speed humps must be built to a height and width that drivers cannot avoid.

2.3.4 Installation of road narrowings/build outs
A road narrowing or ‘build out’ installed at the east (Uphall) end of Dechmont would mean
that only one vehicle at a time would be able to pass. Priority could be given either to traffic
leaving or entering the village. The road would still need to be wide enough retain access for
buses and emergency vehicles. Combined with road humps, a vehicle narrowing/built out
could mean vehicles could not race to beat others through the road narrowing.
A road narrowing at the west end of the village could potentially be more challenging, given
the proximity of the A89 to the entrance to the village.
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3.

2021 community consultation planning

3.1

Methodology

Having identified these four potential options for reducing and calming traffic in Dechmont, DCC
arranged a community consultation to ask Dechmont residents for their views.
An online survey using was created and print copies of the survey were made available from
Dechmont Post Office and shop for anyone unable to complete the survey online.
The survey aimed to reach residents of Dechmont village and people living and working in the
immediate vicinity of the village, e.g., the riding stables and businesses and homes at Houstoun
Mains.
Posters advertising the survey were placed in the village community noticeboard, at all village bus
stops and shelters, and in the windows of the Post Office/shop and café. Flyers promoting the survey
were delivered to every home in the village. Public information sessions and in-person events were
not held due to the Covid restrictions in place at the time.
In addition to asking residents to complete the survey, the poster and flyer reminded residents of
other ways they could reach out to DCC and give their opinions – by email, via the website and via
the DCC Twitter account.
The survey opened on 31 August 2021 and closed on 26 September 2021.
A copy of the survey is provided in the appendix.

3.2

Number of responses

There were 129 survey responses - 122 online and 17 in print.
There were no duplicate submissions, i.e., no one completed the form online and submitted a paper
copy of the survey.
There was one spoiled survey with ineligible responses.
Total responses (129) minus ineligible responses (1) = 128 valid responses. Based on data available
to DCC, there are c1,000 residents in Dechmont, giving a response rate of c12.8%.
Responses were received from more than one third of homes in the village (110 different addresses)
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4.

Main consultation findings

Survey findings are based on an analysis of 128 responses

4. 1

Feedback on the proposed retention of a permanent 20mph speed limit

More than 92% of respondents agreed with the idea of permanently retaining the 20mph limit
through the village. Survey comments on the 20mph limit – and speeding in general - included:
















“Additional 20MPH signs on road and vertical posts.”
“We have 20 mph speed limit, but how many people adhere to this”
“The 20mph signs are barely visible, need big 20 on the actual road and more prominent
signs.”
“Flashing 20 mph signs at the uphall/dechmont end of the road might help to slow traffic
too.”
“I think that the main street should revert to 30 mph with side roads staying at 20 mph.
There should still be a 20 mph speed limit at the school during starting and finishing school
hours. There has been a recent study which showed that when speed limits are too low cars
cannot get out of lower gears and so therefore actually produce higher levels of CO2 from
cars.”
“Both 20mph and 30mpj are blatantly ignored - even by local traders/taxis/business. If you
stick to 20mph - overtaking at bollards is more than a one off occurrence.”
“Enforce the 20mph limit. Stop overtaking around bollards.”
“I'm also in agreement with the 20 mph but many people don't drive at 30 so I'm not sure
how 20 will be enforced.”
“a 20mph speed limit might be seen to be beneficial, it does however require driving in a
lower gear, and thus incurs higher levels of CO emission.”
“The 20MPH limit appears to be totally ignored. I have witnessed, on many occasions, cars,
vans etc at speeds which appear to be in excess of 30 and up to 40. It doesn’t help that the
road through the village is straight. EFFECTIVE Traffic calming measures are long overdue.”
“I've seen local residents doing 40mph coming through Main Street and 30-35 on
knightridge road so not much chance of sorting this out. Craig law is 20 and locals speed
along there”
“Living on the Main Street I notice that most of the traffic do not keep to the 20 mph speed
limit.”
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4.2

“As many speed reducing measures as possible, as boy racers use it as a short cut - folk
forget there is a school there”
“Vehicles traffic are travelling at excessive speeds at present especially after dark from the
Uphall to Bathgate direction, before the speed bumps situated after the post office.”
“traffic entering the village from the Bathgate end frequently do so too fast round the
corner causing a danger when crossing the road (I've had a few close shaves)
“Delivery drivers speed in Knightsridge Road and into Knightsridge Court”
“It annoys me when I'm travelling through Dechmont pre or post work and either I struggle
to get out of my driveway or someone from out of Dechmont is sitting too close behind me
as they are travelling over 20mph.”
“The speed and noise of usually boy racers going up the back way to Linlithgow can make
our evenings a misery.”
“the boy racers at night cause a problem due to the speed, supped up exhausts and
handbrake turns to go up the road to Linlithgow.”
“The worst culprits for speeding are the farmers in their tractors.”
“Flashing 20 mph signs at the uphall/dechmont end of the road might help to slow traffic
too.”

Feedback on the idea of introducing restrictions on HGV access

Almost 97% of respondents agreed with DCC’s idea to introduce restrictions on HGV access to the
village. Specific survey comments included:









“The shaking of our house when HGVs and busses which are usually empty pass by is
worrying and annoying. “
“Signage directing HGVs around Dechmont was erected years ago but is just advisory - need
to be made mandatory.”
“The HGV lorries that come through the village should be stopped as they cause the most
shaking of the house. I have even noticed a M&S lorry coming through at about 1 am in the
morning.”
“The blue sign 'Unsuitable For HGV's' is not observed and many large vehicles and
articulated lorries continue to use the Burnhouse Rd to Linlithgow route. The sign used to be
on a lampost in the middle of the T Junction but was removed and never put back. It was
reasonably effective before hand although still ignored by many trucks, even tour buses.”
“HGV learners could be asked not to use Dechmont Main Street”
“Hgvs, busses, and farm vehicles all speed through the village”
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4.3

“I fully support DCC in its attempt to mitigate some of the issues associated with traffic
travelling above the speed limit in the village, and to limit the volume of traffic choosing to
use the Main St as a 'rat run', particularly commercial vehicles including HGVs. The
development of the new Bangour village will inevitably lead to a significant increase in
construction traffic during the build phase and car journeys at the house completion stage.”
“sadly I saw few times Tesco HGVs from depot driving through Main Street.”

Feedback on ideas around the installation of speed humps or speed tables

Over 85% of respondents agreed that speed humps/tables should be installed at points throughout
the village in places where drivers tended to speed.
Respondents were asked to select which streets they thought should have speed humps/tables
installed, and could select as many as liked. Main Street was the most popular with almost 80%,
followed by Knightsridge Road at 42%, with Burnhouse Road 18% just edging out Craiglaw (17%) into
third place.

Comments on speed humps/tables included:






“Speedbumps should be the full width of the road and of significant height to really slow
down all traffic”
“Speed humps currently in place are pointless, can drive over them without even feeling
them.”
“Put full width speed bumps at both entrances to village on Main Street.”“
“The current speed bumps on the main street larger cars and vans can straddle therefore
not a bump.”
“Perhaps there should be speed bumps at the Bangour (West) entrance to Dechmont as you
cannot narrow the road there as it would cause problems for people leaving Dechmont and
joining the A89.”
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4.4

“Regarding speed humps/bumps ... These may slow traffic, however there are many such
installations in W. Lothian where they are damaged and/or badly installed. According to an
RAC report, many shock absorber failures are actually due to speed bumps”
“Speed bumps already Main Street making no difference still speeding”
“Speed bumps would be great but I'm concerned about the noise of vans etc going over
them outside residents homes.”
“As for speed bumps then they would have to be ones that cover the whole road as the ones
in place just now are useless.”
“Speed bumps do very little as the boy racers only speed before and after them.”
“Need speed bump as your turn corner on end of Craiglaw, accident waiting to happen.”
“skip lorries that don't slow down going over the bumps - so I'm not sure how effective they
are for those vehicles.”
“I think Burnhouse Drive would benefit from speed bumps too”
“Speed humps and restricted access for the HGVs would help”
“Dechmont already has a lot of traffic calming measures. We run the risk of making
Dechmont ugly if we clutter it too much with islands, paint, signs, humps, chicanes and so
on.”
“There are already speed humps outside the school and these are very effective. Due to the
other traffic calming measures already in place along the main street with central
bollards/crossing points and bus stops this slows traffic down along the main street. I do
think that Knightsridge road would benefit from them as a lot of people do come along main
street and cut through to get to A89. Any speed humps would need to properly built and
maintained to ensure they do not drop and cause damage to cars and slow down emergency
vehicles”
“I hesitate about speed humps, thinking about ambulance patients being rocked about by
them (or not getting to hospital soon enough) AND will they really deter the determined
speedster?”

Feedback on ideas around installation of road narrowings/build outs

The survey only asked for views on the installation of road narrowings/build outs at the east
entrance to the village. Again, a large majority of respondents, almost 76%, were in favour of this.
Survey comments mentioning road narrowing:




“Road narrowing should be employed at all entrances to the village not just from Uphall”
“Not too sure about road narrowing at east end - a lot of traffic comes through from the
west!”
“Road narrowing at west end of Main Street also. Speed camera also!”
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4.5

“The road narrowing would also be a good idea at the west end aswell”
“I do not think more speed bumps/narrowing of road would be beneficial, as those like
myself you live in the Dechmont village but also commute to work daily would be hit by
these daily.”
“Road narrowing would have more impact and be more of a deterrent than bumps.”
“Would like to see the road narrowing thing at both ends of Main Street, to slow traffic and
protect the school”
“Narrowing entrance to Dechmont Uphall end”
“We already have road narrowing at the east end of the village street, they're called 'bus
boarders'”
“I appreciate there may be safety issues about this but perhaps consideration of a gateway
at the Bathgate end too.”
“I don't think this would make a huge impact and may actually cause problems at rush hour
with traffic backing up to the small roundabout and also the large Dechmont/Dobbies
roundabout as a lot of cars come over the hill road and then turn left out of Dechmont. With
the current proposal they would have right of way over anyone coming into Dechmont. A lot
of cars only come into that end of Dechmont to then go over the hill road so don't actually
come along the main road all the way. “

Survey respondents

Over 95% of survey respondents lived Dechmont. In their responses, non-residents who replied to
the survey stated that they had relatives in the village they visited regularly, or used community
facilities, e.g., Dechmont Memorial Hall, on a regular basis.
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5.

Additional community feedback

In addition to responding to the four specific questions from DCC, residents raised a number of other
traffic-related concerns and issues. These are grouped and noted below. A full list of additional
anonymised comments from survey respondents is available in the appendix to this report.

5.1

Alternative speeding deterrents or ways to slow traffic


















5.2

“I'm all for speed cameras too (perhaps financial penalty would help - can't have too many
ways to encourage folks to slow down.”
“Occasional Police presence and speed traps would help deter the amount of drivers doing
dangerous speeds through the village”
“Electronic /digital speed signs They do make drivers aware”
“Happy/sad face speed signs at the Uphall entrance to the village would be a useful
addition”
“Add a zebra crossing near shop/bus stop”
“Press for the council to re paint the lines on roads and possibly re Inforce the message of
the speed limit by painting the speed limit on the road at access to and from Dechmont.”
“Would an electronic speed display help at all?”
“In addition to the proposals listed there is also the option of speed monitoring signs that
display the drivers current speed and encourage them to slow down.”
“Occasional police with cameras”
“get police to stand at bottom with there speed guns like they used to do would make a bit
of a difference”
“Fake policeman with camera as they do in North of Scotland”
“Unmanned traffic light would be beneficial”
“Having speed cameras set up in Main Street would help.”
“Speed registering digital signs”
“I would like to see speed camaras on Dechmont Main St as I constantly see speeding cars”
“One other way to slow traffic is to install a couple of pelecan crossings.”
“Random checks by police on traffic speeds. Perhaps put zebra crossing in situ, in soe areas
and traffic lights.”

A89 / Knightsridge Road





“I'm extremely concerned about vehicles currently using Knightsridge Road as a means of
jumping a queue of traffic on the A89 in a morning. Some days I can hear cars going past my
house and I fear this really will become a nightmare when traffic increases. It's pointless
politely asking people not to do it, they will only think of their own needs and no one likes to
be held up in a traffic queue.”
“As a result of the new builds, are calming measures (reduced speed) being taken on the
A89 planned going past Dechmont.”
“The road from Dobbies roundabout to Deans / Tesco distrubution centre is really unsafe
and people tend to speed and overtake. On more than one occassion, I have began to turn
right after exting Dobbies roundabout, in to the Knightridge road and had to pull in as some
idiot driver has tried to overtake at that moment. There has even been someone dying at
this section of road in recent years due to the inherent 'unsafe' layout / speed zone for this
section of road. I think the installation of a speed camera, near to the opening / turn in for
Knightsridge road would help to reduce speed and possible future accidents.“
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5.3

“Tesco HGV traffic travelling along the A89 is particularly significant in quantity and noise as
a result. Rerouting Tesco HGV's along the M8 towards junction 3a, as opposed to allowing
them off at J3 and driving past Dechmont as a result, would definitely help. The noise causes
significant disruption at night - a problem that hasn't occurred up until recent years. The A89
is also attracts speeders and dangerous driving.”
“The A89 running parallel to Dechmont despite having a 50mph limit is already very busy
with vehicles especially motorcycles using it like a race track and driving at very high speed.
This stretch also needs to be slowed as calming measures in the village itself will push traffic
onto the A89 (which is good) but lead to much more traffic on the A89”
“Once the new houses are built my only option for walking my dogs and experiencing
woodland countryside locally will be in the North Wood area which requires crossing the
A89 on foot. This is already a fraught dangerous experience. Please look at possible
measures which could be taken to make crossing the A89 between Dechmont and the North
Wood area safer in a way which accommodates old and young dogs, pushchairs, bicycles,
wheelchairs and anyone else who can't manage stairs.”
“Given the certain increase in traffic on the A89 from the Bangour development I feel the
junction at the end of Knightsridge Road and A89 would either have to be closed or have
traffic lights installed. Turning left to Bathgate is hazardous at the moment at "peak" times.
Also the road is already being used as a "rat run" at certain times of the day.”
“To be able to safely join the A89 at the west end of village would require either traffic lights
or yet another roundabout. Either would also slow down traffic on A89.”
“Traffic calming needs to be directed towards the A89 where heavy trunk lorries flow in
convoy all night.”
“Knightsridge Road to be one way traffic”

Not just Main Street that is a rat run


5.4

“There has been no consideration to vehicles using Burnhouse Road / Knightsbridge Road as
a 'rat run'”

Parking issues and visibility



5.5

“No consideration given to the issues of parked cars on the Main Street limiting drivers
views when leaving Knightsbridge Road, Goodall Crescent etc”
“Parking blocks line of sight to Main Street when exiting Goodall Cres.”

Cycling



5.6

“the creation of a cycle lane on the Main Street”
“The law about cycling on pavements should be enforced.”

Specific issues at Craiglaw






“A one way system in Craiglaw, this has been raised previously with no success. There is a
small park , which no one uses!!! next to garages in Craiglaw and most of the garages are in
disrepair, this would be an ideal place for parking as the parking in Craiglaw is an issue.”
“On way system in Craiglaw and the grass areas in front of Craiglaw on motorway side ,
there really should be parking spaces as the parking in Craiglaw is a huge issue . This has be
asked if West Lothian Council previously but with no success!!”
“introducing a one way system round Craiglaw as they are parking speeding where they like
no emergency services would get through half the time make car park end Craiglaw at
garages half the garages need taken down”
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5.7

“Need speed bump as your turn corner on end of Craiglaw, accident waiting to happen.”

Specific issues at Goodall Place/Crescent



5.8

“The road at Goodall place , which I am aware is a private road but is in real disrepair and is
a huge health and safety risk.”
“the entrance to Goodall place there is a passing place. This is used daily by dog walkers to
park making it tight to access, the other week the bin lorry could not access the road or
should emergency services need to access would have difficulty maneuvering the corner and
the entrance - a passing place no parking sign is required.”

The west end entrance to Dechmont (closing off access)





5.9

“Shut of west bond junction to traffic with buses only. It's dangerous and would solve traffic
issues.”
“Closing the Bathgate end and having it as a turning point for buses would stop the rat race
which is only going to get significantly worse when bangour building is complete.”
“I wish it was closed at the A89 end as this would stop the rat run situation. Bus lane like
they have in Kirkliston with camera installed to catch people abusing it.”
“Many years ago I lived near the small village of Hermiston. Bypassing Hermiston and
making it residents only access (and deliveries) was the making of the village. Perhaps some
lessons could be learnt from visiting there. Of course there was no village shop to consider in
Hermiston.”

A mini roundabout proposal


5.10




“The T junction at Main Street and Burnhouse Rd is dangerous owing to slow traffic coming
out of Burnhouse Rd and speeding traffic coming into and out of Dechmont Main St. A
roundabout there would make drivers slow down. It could be a button roundabout with no
centre bollard to allow for farm traffic to turn easily.”

Café, shop and Post Office
“Cafe and shop rely heavily on passing trade and it would close without it”
“it's also important for the survival of the shop/cafe that all form of possible users/drivers
have access.”
“Reducing passing traffic would obviously have a negative effect on Dechmonts shop and
Post Office.”
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6.

West Lothian Council traffic speed surveys in Dechmont

West Lothian Council conducted two traffic speed surveys over two seven-day periods 2021: 17-23
March and 6-12 May.
On both occasions traffic travelling in both directions on Main Street was monitored:



March survey monitored traffic between Badger Wood and Goodall Crescent
May survey monitored traffic passing Dechmont Park.

Data from both surveys was provided to Dechmont Community Council.

6.1

Traffic speed

In the March survey, the mean speed of traffic over the seven days was 35.1mph.
In the May survey, the mean speed of traffic was 34.1mph. Data also showed that 71.2% of drivers
did not obey the 20mph speed limit.
The speed limit in Dechmont at the time of both surveys was 20mph.

6.2

Additional information uncovered in the data

Incidences of high traffic speeds in the village were recorded in both surveys, e.g., in the March
survey, there were two incidences of vehicles travelling at 55-60mph on Main Street between the
hours of 4:00-5:00pm.

6.3

DCC views on the speed surveys

The survey results support the concerns of DCC and the wider community and reflects what they
have observed over many years: drivers are persistently breaking the village speed limit and it is
clear that speed restriction and traffic calming measures are required to help improve driver
compliance.
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7.

Summary and next steps

The traffic consultation survey took place between 31 August and 26 September 2021.
Survey respondents were asked for their views on four potential traffic calming options for
Dechmont:





The retention of a permanent 20mph speed limit – 92.2% agreed
Introducing restrictions on HGV access – 96.9% agreed
Installation of speed humps or speed tables – 85.2% agreed
Installation of road narrowings/build outs – 75.8% agreed

95.3% of respondents lived in Dechmont.
DCC will use this feedback in its ongoing discussions with West Lothian Council and the Ambassador
Group to identify and install appropriate traffic calming options to address current traffic-related
concerns as well as ‘future proof’ the village against the increase in vehicles from the new Bangour
site.
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Appendices
Appendix 1. Dechmont Traffic Survey

Dechmont Community Council – Traffic Survey
Please take this survey ONLINE if you can: follow the link at
dechmontcommunitycouncil.com
900 homes will eventually be built at
Bangour – this could lead to a huge
increase in Dechmont traffic.
Complete this survey to help Dechmont
Community Council secure traffic
calming measures that could:








create safer spaces for walkers/cyclists
make sure everyone keeps to the speed limit
reduce the numbers of vans, lorries and cars using Dechmont as a ‘rat run’
keep supporting the post office, shop and café
retain access for buses and emergency services
reduce traffic noise
keep Dechmont's rural feel

Tell us what you think, not just based on what traffic is like now, but also think about what it
might look like when Bangour is finished.
_________________________________________________________________________________

SURVEY QUESTIONS
Yes ☐

No ☐

Q1.

Do you live in Dechmont?

Q2.

Speed limit: the speed limit in Dechmont is 20mph, but this is temporary.
Dechmont CC would like this to be permanent. Do you agree?
☐ Yes, I agree with a permanent 20mph speed limit in Dechmont
☐ No, I disagree

Q3.

HGVs: Dechmont CC would like HGVs to be ‘access/delivery only’ in Dechmont.
This means that you will still receive deliveries, but HGVs could not use the village
as a rat run/cut through. Do you agree?
☐ Yes, I agree that HGVs should be access/delivery only in Dechmont
☐ No, I disagree
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Q4.

Speed humps: Dechmont CC would like speed
humps installed in Dechmont in places where
traffic tends to speed. Here is an example of
what a speed hump looks like. Do you agree?
☐ Yes, I agree, we need speed humps in
Dechmont to slow speeding traffic
☐ No, I disagree

Q5.

What street(s) would benefit from speed humps? Tick as many boxes as you like
☐ Main Street
☐ Knightsridge Road
☐ Burnhouse Road
☐ Burnhouse Drive
☐ I don’t think any streets need speed humps

Q6.

☐ Burnside
☐ Deerhill
☐ Craiglaw

Road narrowing: Dechmont
CC would like the road to be
narrowed at the Uphall
entrance to Main Street so
that traffic entering
Dechmont has to slow down.
Vehicles leaving Dechmont
would have priority.
Here is an example of what road narrowing looks like. Do you agree?
☐ Yes, I agree, we need road narrowing at the Uphall/east end of Main Street
☐ No, I do not agree

Q7:

Do you have any other points you would like to make about traffic and traffic
calming in Dechmont?

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Your contact details: We need your name and address to make your comments count.
Dechmont Community Council will never share your personal information with any third
parties.
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Name (required):

_______________________________________

Address (required):

_______________________________________

Tel number (optional):

_______________________________________

Email (optional):

_______________________________________

Please leave your completed survey in the dedicated box inside the Post Office
Organised by Dechmont Community Council
Please complete and submit by 26 September
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Appendix 2.

Additional survey comments

‘Any other comments’ from the traffic survey – all comments are anonymised/
#1
#2
#3

#4
#5
#6

#7
#8

#9

#10
#11
#12
#13

I have ticked all boxes re the speed humps in each but I'm unsure of the level
traffic in other streets. In my opinion it is probably best that all streets are done
Delivery drivers speed in Knightsridge Road and into Knightsridge Court
I agree with speed bumps on the Main Street (don’t necessarily disagree with
them elsewhere, just feel it’s up to people who are affected in those streets
should comment) but there's one outside our house which generates a lot of
noise from lorries, tractors (often in the middle of the night), and empty skip
lorries that don't slow down going over the bumps - so I'm not sure how
effective they are for those vehicles. Also, traffic entering the village from the
Bathgate end frequently do so too fast round the corner causing a danger when
crossing the road (I've had a few close shaves) then have to break to cross the
speed bumps then speed up once over them - so again I'm not sure they're
effective for slowing cars either other than at the point they're crossed. I'm all
for speed cameras too (perhaps financial penalty would help - can't have too
many ways to encourage folks to slow down.
I'm also in agreement with the 20 mph but many people don't drive at 30 so I'm
not sure how 20 will be enforced.
I appreciate there may be safety issues about this but perhaps consideration of
a gateway at the Bathgate end too.
Vehicles traffic are travelling at excessive speeds at present especially after dark
from the Uphall to Bathgate direction, before the speed bumps situated after
the post office.
You wont get all the options - prioritise when you go t the Council
Hgvs, busses, and farm vehicles all speed through the village as well as cars so
anything to reduce the amount of traffic and speed would be very worth while.
Living on main street I can vouch for the amount of hgvs and farm vehicles that
regularly speed past my front door. The noise of the traffic is also a factor faster
vehicles are noisier than slow one's. Would love it to be cars and buses only.
I'm extremely concerned about vehicles currently using Knightsridge Road as a
means of jumping a queue of traffic on the A89 in a morning. Some days I can
hear cars going past my house and I fear this really will become a nightmare
when traffic increases. It's pointless politely asking people not to do it, they will
only think of their own needs and no one likes to be held up in a traffic queue.
As a result of the new builds, are calming measures (reduced speed) being taken
on the A89 planned going past Dechmont.
Road narrowing should be employed at all entrances to the village not just from
Uphall
There has been no consideration to vehicles using Burnhouse Road /
Knightsbridge Road as a 'rat run'
No consideration given to the issues of parked cars on the Main Street limiting
drivers views when leaving Knightsbridge Road, Goodall Crescent etc

20

#14

#15
#16
#17
#18
#19
#20
#21
#22
#23
#24
#25
#26

#27

#28

#29

#30
#31

The road from Dobbies roundabout to Deans / Tesco distrubution centre is
really unsafe and people tend to speed and overtake. On more than one
occassion, I have began to turn right after exting Dobbies roundabout, in to the
Knightridge road and had to pull in as some idiot driver has tried to overtake at
that moment. There has even been someone dying at this section of road in
recent years due to the inherent 'unsafe' layout / speed zone for this section of
road. I think the installation of a speed camera, near to the opening / turn in for
Knightsridge road would help to reduce speed and possible future accidents.
Occasional Police presence and speed traps would help deter the amount of
drivers doing dangerous speeds through the village
Road narrowing at west end of Main Street also. Speed camera also
Electronic /digital speed signs They do make drivers aware
The road narrowing would also be a good idea at the west end aswell
Less cars and more public transport trying to get to hospital a night mare.
Happy/sad face speed signs at the Uphall entrance to the village would be a
useful addition
Speed of the buses can also be a problem onMain Street
Add a zebra crossing near shop/bus stop
Something needs done now before development is complete. The beautiful
village will end up a town & lose its village feel
the creation of a cycle lane on the Main Street
I think Burnhouse Drive would benefit from speed bumps too
Press for the council to re paint the lines on roads and possibly re Inforce the
message of the speed limit by painting the speed limit on the road at access to
and from Dechmont.
Tesco HGV traffic travelling along the A89 is particularly significant in quantity
and noise as a result. Rerouting Tesco HGV's along the M8 towards junction 3a,
as opposed to allowing them off at J3 and driving past Dechmont as a result,
would definitely help. The noise causes significant disruption at night - a
problem that hasn't occurred up until recent years. The A89 is also attracts
speeders and dangerous driving.
I do not think more speed bumps/narrowing of road would be beneficial, as
those like myself you live in the Dechmont village but also commute to work
daily would be hit by these daily.
Unfortunately I honestly do not know how to tackle the additional traffic,
espesh those who race through at night. It annoys me when I'm travelling
through Dechmont pre or post work and either I struggle to get out of my
driveway or someone from out of Dechmont is sitting too close behind me as
they are travelling over 20mph.
Would an electronic speed display help at all?
There is too much unnecessary through traffic and the measures proposed are
needed to discourage this traffic. In addition to the proposals listed there is also
the option of speed monitoring signs that display the drivers current speed and
encourage them to slow down.
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I fully support DCC in its attempt to mitigate some of the issues associated with
traffic travelling above the speed limit in the village, and to limit the volume of
traffic choosing to use the Main St as a 'rat run', particularly commercial
vehicles including HGVs. The development of the new Bangour village will
inevitably lead to a significant increase in construction traffic during the build
phase and car journeys at the house completion stage.
Whereas a 20mph speed limit might be seen to be beneficial, it does however
require driving in a lower gear, and thus incurs higher levels of CO emission.
Regarding speed humps/bumps ... These may slow traffic, however there are
many such installations in W. Lothian where they are damaged and/or badly
installed. According to an RAC report, many shock absorber failures are actually
due to speed bumps. Faulty shock absorbers can lead to accidents.
Also, might it be possible to track down and apprehend the individuals
(unknown) driving around at reckless speeds on electric motorcycles? Saw two
last night on knightsridge road. No helmets, one had a passenger!!
Bangour mortuary road should remain closed to traffic.
My concerned is about the junction at the Bathgate end of Dechmont. This is a
bad junction as it is. Are there any plans to make this safer as development
means more traffic using the Bathgate road will make it worse. Traffic lights or
roundabout?
Occasional police with cameras
The 20MPH limit appears to be totally ignored. I have witnessed, on many
occasions, cars, vans etc at speeds which appear to be in excess of 30 and up to
40. It doesnâ€™t help that the road throâ€™ the village is straight. EFFECTIVE
Traffic calming measures are long overdue.
As many speed reducing measures as possible, as boy racers use it as a short cut
- folk forget there is a school there
I would like to see proper infrastructure planning/improvement taking place.
A one way system in Craiglaw, this has been raised previously with no success.
There is a small park , which no one uses!!! next to garages in Craiglaw and
most of the garages are in disrepair, this would be an ideal place for parking as
the parking in Craiglaw is an issue.
The road at Goodall place , which I am aware is a private road but is in real
disrepair and is a huge health and safety risk.
It would be good for Dechmont Community Council to address these issues.
On an other note it would also be very helpful for residents in Goodall Place to
be a little more accepting of their neighbours!!! We are all residents of
Dechmont and should be accepted as such!!! Being abusive to professionals just
trying to do their job is unacceptable and not very neighbourly, as I am sure you
will agree!!!
We all want Dechmont Village to be a close community with everyone looking
out for each other and a great place to live, Bangour Village houses will change
this , but hopefully for the better as the world is made up of many different
people , who should be accepted and welcomed for who they are , as we are all
human beings with a right to be accepted!!!
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On way system in Craiglaw and the grass areas in front of Craiglaw on motorway
side , there really should be parking spaces as the parking in Craiglaw is a huge
issue . This has be asked if West Lothian Council previously but with no success!!
Speed bumps already Main Street making no difference still speeding also I've
had a lot damage done to my car with speed bumps springs going all the time
think narrow roads all way through like Uphall station has get police to stand at
bottom with there speed guns like they used to do would make a bit of a
difference also I have noticed it's a lot of residents of Dechmont that are
actually speeding also introducing a one way system round Craiglaw as they are
parking speeding where they like no emergency services would get through half
the time make car park end Craiglaw at garages half the garages need taken
down
Shut of west bond junction to traffic with buses only. It's dangerous and would
solve traffic issues. As for speeding I've seen local residents doing 40mph
coming through Main Street and 30-35 on knightridge road so not much chance
of sorting this out. Craig law is 20 and locals speed along there and there is a lot
more kids playing here than every before
Living on the Main Street I notice that most of the traffic do not keep to the 20
mph speed limit. Not too sure about road narrowing at east end - a lot of
traffic comes through from the west! However seems a good idea.
The speed and noise of usually boy racers going up the back way to Linlithgow
can make our evenings a misery. The shaking of our house when HGVs and
busses which are usually empty pass by is worrying and annoying.
Additional 20MPH signs on road and vertical posts.
I stay on the main road, and find the speeding vehicles intrude on daily life due
to the noise and the bungalow shaking. I am a late bedder and find the boy
racers at night cause a problem due to the speed, supped up exhausts and
handbrake turns to go up the road to Linlithgow. The HGV lorries that come
through the village should be stopped as they cause the most shaking of the
house. I have even noticed a M&S lorry coming through at about 1 am in the
morning. I also think something needs to be done about all the empty double
decker busses, I am sure single decker ones would be less intrusive..
We have 20 mph speed limit,but how many people adhere to this,speed bumps
needed
Speedbumps should be the full width of the road and of significant height to
really slow down all traffic
Fake policeman with camera as they do in North of Scotland
Parking blocks line of sight to Main Street when exiting Goodall Cres.
The A89 running parallel to Dechmont despite having a 50mph limit is already
very busy with vehicles especially motorcycles using it like a race track and
driving at very high speed. This stretch also needs to be slowed as calming
measures in the village itself will push traffic onto the A89 (which is good) but
lead to much more traffic on the A89
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The 20mph signs are barely visible, need big 20 on the actual road and more
prominent signs. Closing the Bathgate end and having it as a turning point for
buses would stop the rat race which is only going to get significantly worse
when bangour building is complete. Speed humps currently in place are
pointless, can drive over them without even feeling them. Road narrowing
would have more impact and be more of a deterrent than bumps.
I agree everything possible should be done to reduce speed within Dechmont.
Reducing the "rat run", along with the building of 900 new houses, will
inevitably increase traffic on the already very busy A89 passing Dechmont. Once
the new houses are built my only option for walking my dogs and experiencing
woodland countryside locally will be in the North Wood area which requires
crossing the A89 on foot. This is already a fraught dangerous experience. Please
look at possible measures which could be taken to make crossing the A89
between Dechmont and the North Wood area safer in a way which
accommodates old and young dogs, pushchairs, bicycles, wheelchairs and
anyone else who can't manage stairs.
Would like to see the road narrowing thing at both ends of Main Street, to slow
traffic and protect the school
Unmanned traffic light would be beneficial
Put full width speed bumps at both entrances to village on Main Street. Signage
directing HGV’s around Dechmont was erected years ago but is just advisory need to be made mandatory..
Speed humps and restricted access for the HGVs would help, sadly I saw few
times Tesco HGVs from depot driving through Main Street.
Having speed cameras set up in Main Street would help. The worst culprits for
speeding are the farmers in their tractors.
Flashing 20 mph signs at the uphall/dechmont end of the road might help to
slow traffic too.
Speed registering digital signs
While I do not live in Dechmont, I regularly use the Community Hall and I have
family members who live in the village.
The current speed bumps on the main street larger cars and vans can straddle
therefore not a bump. The hill down to Burnside is used by dog walkers and
drive down and up at speed.
There is more children and animals (cats) residing in the area now. In addition,
at the entrance to Goodall place there is a passing place. This is used daily by
dog walkers to park making it tight to access, the other week the bin lorry could
not access the road or should emergency services need to access would have
difficulty maneuvering the corner and the entrance - a passing place no parking
sign is required.
Speed limits
I think that the main street should revert to 30 mph with side roads staying at
20 mph. There should still be a 20 mph speed limit at the school during starting
and finishing school hours. There has been a recent study which showed that
when speed limits are too low cars cannot get out of lower gears and so
therefore actually produce higher levels of CO2 from cars. Also people cannot
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learn to drive effectively as they are unable to get out of low gears to drive
safely.
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Speed humps
There are already speed humps outside the school and these are very effective.
Due to the other traffic calming measures already in place along the main street
with central bollards/crossing points and bus stops this slows traffic down along
the main street. I do think that Knightsridge road would benefit from them as a
lot of people do come along main street and cut through to get to A89. Any
speed humps would need to properly built and maintained to ensure they do
not drop and cause damage to cars and slow down emergency vehicles
(reference the ones around Broxburn Academy which appear to be brick humps,
very steep sides and large drops especially at the edges with areas which are
very dangerous to drive over)
Narrowing entrance to Dechmont Uphall end
I don't think this would make a huge impact and may actually cause problems at
rush hour with traffic backing up to the small roundabout and also the large
Dechmont/Dobbies roundabout as a lot of cars come over the hill road and then
turn left out of Dechmont. With the current proposal they would have right of
way over anyone coming into Dechmont. A lot of cars only come into that end
of Dechmont to then go over the hill road so don't actually come along the main
road all the way.
I think if you were looking at reducing traffic from the new Bangour site coming
into Dechmont then it is more likely to come from the Bangour end so perhaps
consideration needs to be given to how to reduce extra traffic cutting through
from that end. There is already the bend as you enter the village and the speed
bumps at the school. Perhaps there should be speed bumps at the Bangour
(West) entrance to Dechmont as you cannot narrow the road there as it would
cause problems for people leaving Dechmont and joining the A89.
The T junction at Main Street and Burnhouse Rd is dangerous owing to slow
traffic coming out of Burnhouse Rd and speeding traffic coming into and out of
Dechmont Main St. A roundabout there would make drivers slow down. It could
be a button roundabout with no centre bollard to allow for farm traffic to turn
easily.
The blue sign 'Unsuitable For HGV's' is not observed and many large vehicles
and articulated lorries continue to use the Burnhouse Rd to Linlithgow route.
The sign used to be on a lampost in the middle of the T Junction but was
removed and never put back. It was reasonably effective before hand although
still ignored by many trucks, even tour buses.
Speed bumps would be great but I'm concerned about the noise of vans etc
going over them outside residents homes.
I would like to see speed camaras on Dechmont Main St as I constantly see
speeding cars. As for speed bumps then they would have to be ones that cover
the whole road as the ones in place just now are useless. One other way to slow
traffic is to install a couple of pelecan crossings.

25

#82

#83
#84

#85

#86

#87
#88
#89

I wish it was closed at the A89 end as this would stop the rat run situation. Bus
lane like they have in Kirkliston with camera installed to catch people abusing it.
Speed bumps do very little as the boy racers only speed before and after them.
A morning and evening rat run already exists between Dechmont/ Livingstonn
and Linlithgow M8 and M9 users
Given the certain increase in traffic on the A89 from the Bangour development I
feel the junction at the end of Knightsridge Road and A89 would either have to
be closed or have traffic lights installed. Turning left to Bathgate is hazardous at
the moment at "peak" times. Also the road is already being used as a "rat run"
at certain times of the day.
To be able to safely join the A89 at the west end of village would require either
traffic lights or yet another roundabout. Either would also slow down traffic on
A89. Many years ago I lived near the small village of Hermiston. Bypassing
Hermiston and making it residents only access (and deliveries) was the making
of the village. Perhaps some lessons could be learnt from visiting there. Of
course there was no village shop to consider in Hermiston. Reducing passing
traffic would obviously have a negative effect on Dechmonts shop and Post
Office.
I live outside Dechmont but attend the Art group weekly in the Community hall.
Excess traffic in a village like Dechmont will change it's whole outlook. Excess
traffic will split your village in two with a motorway down the centre breaking
your community spirit. Excess traffic means excess fumes leaving your children
exposed when attending their school which is situated on the main road. But
narrowing of the roads will make it difficult for people like me to attend things
in your village if there's no place to safely park.
Traffic calming needs to be directed towards the A89 where heavy trunk lorries
flow in convoy all night.
The road to Linlithgow tends to bring traffic through dechmont.
I feel that Dechmont already has a lot of traffic calming measures. We run the
risk of making Dechmont ugly if we clutter it too much with islands, paint, signs,
humps, chicanes and so on. Having had to regularly drive through chicanes in
Wallyford, these caused terrible traffic jams and pollution and made it difficult
for anybody (on wheels or on foot) to move! We once had a child run across the
road in front of our car, rather than wait to safely cross. In the past, we had the
General and Psychiatric hospitals, a 30mph limit, a better bus service and a
florist. My husband was struck by a car as a boy crossing the road to the shop
when the traffic from the A89 was diverted through Dechmont and I am sadly
aware of a child being killed at the Infant School. So, I do appreciate the need
for traffic safety measures. There is a balance to be struck though, between
being 'cut off' and losing out on customers, an improved bus service and
movement within Dechmont being unnecessarily difficult. We need to
appreciate that these are fellow human beings who want to live in our area and
there will be opportunities to share their facilities, make friends and be
welcoming. It's not all negative.
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Several: I hesitate about speed humps, thinking about ambulance patients being
rocked about by them (or not getting to hospital soon enough) AND will they
really deter the determined speedster?; We already have road narrowing at the
east end of the village street, they're called 'bus boarders'• and combine with
crossing islands, OR if the narrowing is suggested for the mini-roundabout, that
would be extremely dangerous; Will any of what's being suggested stop people
going round the wrong side of crossing-place islands to avoid waiting or
overtake vehicles keeping to the speed limit?
Knightsridge Road to be one way traffic
HGV learners could be asked not to use Dechmont Main Street. Cafe and shop
rely heavily on passing trade and it would close without it, so no other
restrictions on vehicles please, HGV learners don't use either cafe or shop!
Turning right out of Burnhouse Road could prove difficult when traffic is busy.
The law about cycling on pavements should be enforced.
Stop cycling on pavements
But drivers don't know how to drive at 20mph
Need speed bump as your turn corner on end of Craiglaw, accident waiting to
happen. Something needs to be done. Speeding on Main Street especially in the
morning. Stop cars parking on sidewalks.
Whilst I agree with most points, it's also important for the survival of the
shop/cafe that all form of possible users/drivers have access.
Part0owner and visit Dechmont 3-4 times per week. Both 20mph and 30mpj are
blatantly ignored - even by local traders/taxis/business. If you stick to 20mph overtaking at bollards is more than a one off occurrence.
Enforce the 20mph limit. Stop overtaking around bollards.
Random checks by police on traffic speeds. Perhaps put zebra crossing in situ, in
soe areas and traffic lights.
If all of above was implemented the drive through Dechmont would be
considerably safer for residents and visitors stopping.
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